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Born in Japanese-occupied Taiwan, raised in the scholarly traditions of ancient China by his grandfather but
forced into the Japanese educational system, Hu Taiming, the protagonist of Orphan of Asia, ultimately finds
himself estranged from all three cultures. Wu's autobiographical novel, completed in 1945, is widely
regarded as a classic of modern Asian literature and a groundbreaking expression of the postwar Taiwanese
national consciousness. Originally written in Japanese and now translated into English for the first time,
Orphan of Asia offers a powerful depiction of the political, cultural, and psychological impact of
colonialism.

Orphan of Asia begins during Taiming's childhood in Taiwan, which has been annexed to Japan only
recently. Taiming eventually makes his mark in the colonial Japanese educational system and graduates from
a prestigious college. However, he finds that his Japanese education and his adoption of modern ways have
alienated him from his family and native village. He becomes a teacher in the Japanese colonial system but
soon realizes that there is something seriously wrong with the status quo. He quits his post but finds that,
having repudiated his roots, he doesn't seem to belong anywhere.

Thus begins Taiming's long journey for his rightful place. But neither in Japan, where he goes to study
physics in the belief that technology represents the future, nor in mainland China, where he marries and has a
daughter, does he ever come to feel at home or find his calling. Although he assiduously avoids politics,
Taiming can't help being caught up in the conflicts that shaped modern East Asian history. He is accused of
spying for both China and Japan after hostilities breakout between the two countries, and he witnesses the
effects of Japanese imperial expansion, the horrors of war, and the sense of anger and powerlessness felt by
those living under colonial rule.
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From reader reviews:

David Hogan:

With other case, little persons like to read book Orphan of Asia (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
book Orphan of Asia (Modern Chinese Literature from Taiwan). You can add information and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Anne Hahn:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Orphan of Asia (Modern Chinese
Literature from Taiwan) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Bess Cook:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Orphan of Asia (Modern Chinese
Literature from Taiwan) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Thomas White:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Orphan of Asia (Modern
Chinese Literature from Taiwan) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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