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More than a half-century after the death of Kansas City's notorious political boss, Thomas J. Pendergast, the
Pendergast name still evokes great interest and even controversy. Now, in thisfirst full-scale biography of
Pendergast, Lawrence H. Larsen and Nancy J. Hulston have successfully provided—through extensive
research, including use of recently released prison records and previously unavailable family records—a
clear look at the life of Thomas J. Pendergast.

Bornin St. Joseph, Missouri, in 1872, Tom Pendergast moved to Kansas City around 1890 to work for his
brother James, founder of the Pendergast "Goat" faction in Kansas City Democratic politics. In 1911,
Pendergast became head of the Goats, and over the next fifteen years he created a powerful political machine
that used illegal voting and criminal enforcers to gain power. Following a change in the city charter in 1925,
Pendergast took control of Kansas City and ran it as his own personal business. In the 1930s, he received
over $30 million annually from gambling, prostitution, and narcotics, putting him in the big leagues of
American civic corruption. He also wielded great power in the National Democratic Party and started Harry
S. Truman on the road to the presidency.

In this well-balanced biography, the authors examine Pendergast's rise to power, his successes as a palitical
leader, his compassion for the destitute, and his reputation for keeping his word. They also examine
Pendergast's character development and how his methods became more and more ruthless. Pendergast had
no use for ideology in his "invisible government"—only votes counted.

In 1937 and 1938 the federal government broke the back of Pendergast's machine, convicting 259 of his
campaign aides for vote fraud. In 1939 Pendergast, who was believed to be the largest bettor on horse racing
in the United States, was jailed for income tax evasion, and he died in disgrace in 1945.

Aninsightful and comprehensive biography, Pendergast! will surely serve for years to come as the most
thorough investigation of the life and infamous career of Tom Pendergast.
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From reader reviews:
Terri Brown:

The book Pendergast! (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Pendergast! (MISSOURI
BIOGRAPHY SERIES)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book
Pendergast! (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Dorothy Payne:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Pendergast! (MISSOURI
BIOGRAPHY SERIES) iskind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

John Bonilla;

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Pendergast! (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) or
perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especialy. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Pendergast! (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) to make your spare time alot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Vincent Olson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Pendergast! (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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