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It is not uncommon to hear states and their leaders criticized for "mixing oil and politics." The U.S.-led Iraq
War was criticized as a "war for oil." When energy exporters overtly use energy as a tool to promote their
foreign policy goals, Europe and the United States regularly decry the use of energy as a "weapon" rather
than accept it as a standard and legitimate tool of diplomacy.

In Energy Politics, Brenda Shaffer argues that energy and politics are intrinsically linked. Modern life—from
production of goods, to means of travel and entertainment, to methods of waging war—is heavily dependent
on access to energy. A country's ability to acquire and use energy supplies crucially determines the state of
its economy, its national security, and the quality and sustainability of its environment. Energy supply can
serve as a basis for regional cooperation, but at the same time can serve as a source of conflict among energy
seekers and between producers and consumers.

Shaffer provides a broad introduction to the ways in which energy affects domestic and regional political
developments and foreign policy. While previous scholarship has focused primarily on the politics
surrounding oil, Shaffer broadens her scope to include the increasingly important role of natural gas and
alternative energy sources as well as emerging concerns such as climate change, the global energy divide,
and the coordinated international policy-making required to combat them. Energy Politics concludes with
examinations of how politics and energy interact in six of the world's largest producers and consumers of
energy: Russia, Europe, the United States, China, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Marshall:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Energy Politics will make you to
become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Tamica Harris:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Energy Politics is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Alta Favors:

The experience that you get from Energy Politics will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but Energy Politics giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that Energy Politics instantly.

Taylor Becker:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Energy Politics can be the
reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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