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"Will be of interest not only to specialists in Afro-Cuban and African Diaspora religions, but also to medical
anthropologists and students of anthropology, psychology, and religious studies. This work provides a
particularly revealing entry way into the realities of contemporary Cuba."-- George Brandon, Sophie Davis
School of Biomedical Education, City University of New York

Johan Wedel offers a visit inside the world of Santería healing. Drawing upon extensive fieldwork in
contemporary Cuba, including interviews with Santería devotees, firsthand observations of divination
sessions, and interviews with healed patients supplemented by comments from Santería healers, Wedel
demonstrates how Santería healing is carried out and experienced by the paticipants.

Santería--with roots in Africa and the slave trade and rituals including divination, animal sacrifice, and
possession trance--would seem an anachronism in the modern world. Still, Wedel argues, it offers treatment
and ideas about illness that are flourishing and even spreading in the face of Western medicine. He shows
that Santería healing is best understood as a transformation of the self, allowing the patient to experience the
world in a new way. He grounds his analysis of Santería in lively and sometimes frightening narratives in
which people reveal in their own words the experience of illness, sorcery, and healing. 

Wedel’s account will appeal to scholars and others interested in Santería, Cuba, and religious healing.  He
shows that Santería is not only a challenge to Western medical theory, but also an important contribution to
our understanding of illness, suffering, and well-being.

Johan Wedel is instructor in social anthropology at Göteborg University, Sweden.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Tirrell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Santería Healing: A
Journey into the Afro-Cuban World of Divinities, Spirits, and Sorcer (Contemporary Cuba) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

David Wood:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Santería Healing: A Journey into the Afro-Cuban World of
Divinities, Spirits, and Sorcer (Contemporary Cuba) as the daily resource information.

Larry Moore:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them
is this Santería Healing: A Journey into the Afro-Cuban World of Divinities, Spirits, and Sorcer
(Contemporary Cuba).

Charles Melendez:

Often the book Santería Healing: A Journey into the Afro-Cuban World of Divinities, Spirits, and Sorcer
(Contemporary Cuba) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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