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Debates over the legacy of Pope Pius XII and his canonization are so heated they are known as the “Pius
wars.” Soldier of Christ moves beyond competing caricatures and considers Pius XII as Eugenio Pacelli, a
flawed and gifted man. While offering insight into the pope’s response to Nazism, Robert A. Ventresca
argues that it was the Cold War and Pius XII’s manner of engaging with the modern world that defined his
pontificate.

Laying the groundwork for the pope’s controversial, contradictory actions from 1939 to 1958, Ventresca
begins with the story of Pacelli’s Roman upbringing, his intellectual formation in Rome’s seminaries, and his
interwar experience as papal diplomat and Vatican secretary of state. Accused of moral equivocation during
the Holocaust, Pius XII later fought the spread of Communism in Western Europe, spoke against the
persecution of Catholics in Eastern Europe and Asia, and tackled a range of social and political issues. By
appointing the first indigenous cardinals from China and India and expanding missions in Africa while
expressing solidarity with independence movements, he internationalized the church’s membership and
moved Catholicism beyond the colonial mentality of previous eras.

Drawing from a diversity of international sources, including unexplored documentation from the Vatican,
Ventresca reveals a paradoxical figure: a prophetic reformer of limited vision whose leadership both
stimulated the emergence of a global Catholicism and sowed doubt and dissension among some of the
church’s most faithful servants.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII seemed to be
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII is not only giving you far more
new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII.
You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Danny Chamberland:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with
Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you nonetheless thinking Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

James Stevens:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Jo Jordan:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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