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In 1705-1706, during the War of the Spanish Succession and two years after a devastating earthquake, an
’epidemic’ of mysterious sudden deaths terrorized Rome. In early modern society, a sudden death was
perceived as a mala mors because it threatened the victim’s salvation by hindering repentance and last
confession. Special masses were celebrated to implore God’s clemency and Pope Clement XI ordered his
personal physician, Giovanni Maria Lancisi, to perform a series of dissections in the university anatomical
theatre in order to discover the 'true causes' of the deadly events. It was the first investigation of this kind
ever to take place for a condition which was not contagious. The book that Lancisi published on this topic,
De subitaneis mortibus (’On Sudden Deaths’, 1707), is one of the earliest modern scientific investigations of
death; it was not only an accomplished example of mechanical philosophy as applied to the life sciences in
eighteenth-century Europe, but also heralded a new pathological anatomy (traditionally associated with
Giambattista Morgagni). Moreover, Lancisi’s tract and the whole affair of the sudden deaths in Rome
marked a significant break in the traditional attitude towards dying, introducing a more active approach that
would later develop into the practice of resuscitation medicine. Sudden Death explores how a new scientific
interpretation of death and a new attitude towards dying first came into being, breaking free from the
Hippocratic tradition, which regarded death as the obvious limit of physician’s capacity, and leading the way
to a belief in the 'conquest of death' by medicine which remains in force to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Barrett:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Sudden Death: Medicine
and Religion in Eighteenth-Century Rome (History of Medicine in Context) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Leroy Torres:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Sudden Death: Medicine and Religion in Eighteenth-
Century Rome (History of Medicine in Context) as the daily resource information.

Laura Enriquez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Sudden Death: Medicine and
Religion in Eighteenth-Century Rome (History of Medicine in Context) that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Sudden Death: Medicine and Religion in Eighteenth-Century Rome (History of Medicine in Context)
become your current starter.

Carlos Lauzon:

The book untitled Sudden Death: Medicine and Religion in Eighteenth-Century Rome (History of Medicine
in Context) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their



official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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