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In this first volume of his magisterial study of the foundations of Mormon thought and practice, Terryl L.
Givens offers a sweeping account of Mormon belief from its founding to the present day. Situating the
relatively new movement in the context of the Christian tradition, he reveals that Mormonism continues to
change and grow.

Givens shows that despite Mormonism's origins in a biblical culture strongly influenced by nineteenth-
century Restorationist thought, which advocated a return to the Christianity of the early Church, the new
movement diverges radically from the Christianity of the creeds. Mormonism proposes its own cosmology
and metaphysics, in which human identity is rooted in a premortal world as eternal as God. Mormons view
mortal life as an enlightening ascent rather than a catastrophic fall, and reject traditional Christian concepts
of human depravity and destiny. Popular fascination with Mormonism's social innovations, such as
polygamy and communalism, and its supernatural and esoteric elements-angels, gold plates, seer stones, a
New World Garden of Eden, and sacred undergarments-have long overshadowed the fact that it is the most
enduring and even thriving product of the nineteenth century's religious upheavals and innovations.

Wrestling the Angel traces the essential contours of Mormon thought from the time of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young to the contemporary LDS church, illuminating both the seminal influence of the founding
generation of Mormon thinkers and the significant developments in the church over almost 200 years. The
most comprehensive account of the development of Mormon thought ever written, Wrestling the Angel will
be essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the Mormon faith.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Wrestling the
Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Joseph Cosgrove:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of
Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Curt Hall:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Wrestling the Angel: The
Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity is simple to create you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Louise Perez:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of
Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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