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Michael J. Martin’s A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War is a deeply
researched and vividly written study of an unheralded Federal combat regiment. Few of the thousands of
regiments raised to fight the American Civil War experienced the remarkably diverse history of this little-
known organization.

The Wisconsin "Badgers" began the war as foot soldiers in the summer of 1861 as the 4th Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry. After service in Maryland guarding railroads, the men sailed to the Gulf of Mexico to
join Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler’s expedition to capture the South’s most important city: New Orleans. From
August 1862 to July 1863, the 4th Wisconsin participated as infantry or mounted infantry in a series of
bloody battles in Louisiana, including Baton Rouge, Bisland, the siege of Port Hudson, and Clinton. With a
desperate need for mounted troops, the Badgers were officially changed to cavalry in September 1863 and
became the 4th Wisconsin Cavalry. As troopers, they took part in four mounted expeditions across
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, serving under such notable generals as Albert Lee, John Davidson, and
Benjamin Grierson.

The Confederate armies surrendered in the spring of 1865, but the 4th Wisconsin Cavalry joined Maj. Gen.
Wesley Merritt’s cavalry division that July on its ride from Louisiana into Texas, where the regiment was
broken up and deployed in various outposts along the Rio Grande River. On May 28, 1866, Wisconsin’s last
regiment of Civil War volunteers was finally mustered out at Brownsville, Texas. Unfortunately, many of the
men would not be going home: 431 had lost their lives to enemy bullets and disease.

Eight years in the making, Martin’s regimental history is based upon scores of previously unused soldier and
civilian diaries, letters, reports, contemporary newspapers, and reminiscences. It includes dozens of
previously unpublished soldier photos, and a complete roster. Martin’s study is a must-have addition for
every serious Civil War reader. About the Author: A descendant of a Civil War soldier who was wounded at
the Wheatfield at Gettysburg, Michael James Martin grew up in Mequon, Wisconsin, and received both an
MS and a Ph.D. in Animal science from the University of Missouri-Columbia. He is the author of several
published articles on the Civil War. This is his first book.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

The book A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a publication A History of the 4th
Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kim Gray:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the
Civil War can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Henry McMahon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying A History of the 4th Wisconsin
Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil
War become your personal starter.

Roger Patrick:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the
book A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War we can get more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book A History of the



4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War. You can more inviting than now.
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