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Decades after the U.S. Supreme Court and certain governmental actions struck down racial segregation in the
larger society, American prison administrators still boldly adhered to discriminatory practices. Not until 1975
did legislation prohibit racial segregation and discrimination in Texas prisons. However, vestiges of this
practice endured behind prison walls. Charting the transformation from segregation to desegregation in
Texas prisons—which resulted in Texas prisons becoming one of the most desegregated places in
America—First Available Cell chronicles the pivotal steps in the process, including prison director George J.
Beto's 1965 decision to allow inmates of different races to co-exist in the same prison setting, defying
Southern norms.The authors also clarify the significant impetus for change that emerged in 1972, when a
Texas inmate filed a lawsuit alleging racial segregation and discrimination in the Texas Department of
Corrections. Perhaps surprisingly, a multiracial group of prisoners sided with the TDC, fearing that
desegregated housing would unleash racial violence. Members of the security staff also feared and predicted
severe racial violence. Nearly two decades after the 1972 lawsuit, one vestige of segregation remained in
place: the double cell. Revealing the aftermath of racial desegregation within that 9 x 5 foot space, First
Available Cell tells the story of one of the greatest social experiments with racial desegregation in American
history.
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From reader reviews:

John Carter:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that First Available Cell to read.

Robert Mundo:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline First
Available Cell suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled First Available Cellis one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Gary Forsyth:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
First Available Cell your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The
First Available Cell giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Julie Berkey:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the First Available Cell when you desired it?
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