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The belief that Thomas Jefferson had an affair and fathered a child (or children) with slave Sally Hemings---
and that such an alegation was proven by DNA testing—has become so pervasive in American popular
culturethat it is not only widely accepted but taught to students as historical fact. But as William G. Hyland
Jr. demonstrates, this "fact”" is nothing more than the accumulation of salacious rumors and irresponsible
scholarship over the years, much of it inspired by political grudges, academic opportunism, and the trend of
historical revisionism that seeks to drag the reputation of the Founding Fathers through the mud. In this
startling and revelatory argument, Hyland shows not only that the evidence against Jefferson is lacking, but
that in fact heis entirely innocent of the charge of having sexual relations with Hemings.

Historians have the wrong Jefferson. Hyland, an experienced trial lawyer, presents the most reliable
historical evidence while dissecting the unreliable, and in doing so he cuts through centuries of
unsubstantiated charges. The author reminds us that the DNA tests identified Eston Hemings, Sally's
youngest child, as being merely the descendant of a"Jefferson male." Randolph Jefferson, the president's
wayward, younger brother with areputation for socializing among the Monticello slaves, emerges as the
most likely of several possible candidates. Meanwhile, the author traces the evolution of this rumor about
Thomas Jefferson back to the allegation made by one James Callendar, a "drunken ruffian" who carried a
grudge after unsuccessfully lobbying the president for a postmaster appointment---and who then openly
bragged of ruining Jefferson's reputation. Hyland also delves into Hemings family oral histories that go
against the popular rumor, as well as the ways in which the Jefferson rumors were advanced by less-than-
historical dramas and by flawed scholarly research often shaped by political agendas.

Reflecting both a layperson's curiosity and a lawyer's precision, Hyland definitively puts to rest the alegation
of the thirty-eight-year liaison between Jefferson and Hemings. In doing so, he reclaims the nation's third
president from the arena of Hollywood-style myth and melodrama and gives his readers a unigque opportunity
to serve asjurors on this enduringly fascinating episode in American history.
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From reader reviews:
Frances Fortier:

The e-book with title In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal includes alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Thomas Dani€ls:;

In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the
information. The article author giving his’her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing In
Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Magdalena M cKinney:

Beside that In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal in your phone, it can give you
away to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis
fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have In Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it'sinteresting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, such astreasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from at this point!

Anne Simons:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is called of book In
Defense of Thomas Jefferson: The Sally Hemings Sex Scandal. Y ou can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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