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With its unique focus on pacifism, The Big Country was an unusual Western for audiences of the 1950s.
Produced in 1958, this epic film featured an all-star cast that included Gregory Peck, Charlton Heston, and
Oscar-winner Burl Ives. One of the most enduring elements of the film has been Jerome Moross’s score.
Inspired to re-think the traditional Western score and approach it in a way that enhances the emotional
content, rather than simply accompanying the action, Moross created a work that stands as one of the great
achievements of cinematic music.

In Jerome Moross’s The Big Country: A Film Score Guide, Mariana Whitmer examines Moross’s landmark
work, a score that continues to attract listeners and influence composers of film, Westerns and otherwise.
This book begins with a biographical survey of Moross’s formative years, his early dramatic compositions in
ballet and musical theater, and his early film work, providing an historical context for understanding his
approach to scoring The Big Country. Drawing upon Moross’s original manuscripts and correspondence,
Whitmer looks carefully at the score itself. She relates the history of this magnificent score and how the
film’s music differs significantly from contemporary trends in the Western. Whitmer also examines the
music’s individual cues and describes how Moross approached the film as a dramatic entity, delineating
sections of the narrative into mega-scenes through the music. Finally, the aftermath of this score is
considered, including how it has influenced not only subsequent Westerns but also music videos.

The first book devoted to a Western film score and the only biographical book on the composer, Jerome
Moross’s The Big Country: A Film Score Guide, will be a valuable read for musicologists, film scholars, and
anyone interested in Moross and his music.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Owen Ray:

The book untitled Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score Guides) contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

Charlotte Neville:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film Score
Guides). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jose Johnson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film
Score Guide (Film Score Guides) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Jerome Moross's The Big Country: A Film Score Guide (Film
Score Guides) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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