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"Time Maps extends beyond all of the old clichés about linear, circular, and spiral patterns of historical
process and provides us with models of the actual legends used to map history. It is a brilliant and elegant
exercise in model building that provides new insights into some of the old questions about philosophy of
history, historical narrative, and what is called straight history."-Hayden White, University of California,
Santa Cruz

Who were the first people to inhabit North America? Does the West Bank belong to the Arabs or the Jews?
Why are racists so obsessed with origins? Is a seventh cousin still a cousin? Why do some societies name
their children after dead ancestors?

As Eviatar Zerubavel demonstrates in Time Maps, we cannot answer burning questions such as these without
a deeper understanding of how we envision the past. In a pioneering attempt to map the structure of our
collective memory, Zerubavel considers the cognitive patterns we use to organize the past in our minds and
the mental strategies that help us string together unrelated events into coherent and meaningful narratives, as
well as the social grammar of battles over conflicting interpretations of history. Drawing on fascinating
examples that range from Hiroshima to the Holocaust, from Columbus to Lucy, and from ancient Egypt to
the former Yugoslavia, Zerubavel shows how we construct historical origins; how we tie discontinuous
events together into stories; how we link families and entire nations through genealogies; and how we
separate distinct historical periods from one another through watersheds, such as the invention of fire or the
fall of the Berlin Wall.

Most people think the Roman Empire ended in 476, even though it lasted another 977 years in Byzantium.
Challenging such conventional wisdom, Time Maps will be must reading for anyone interested in how the
history of our world takes shape.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Hause:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Time
Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Steven Stockton:

The book untitled Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Syble Mills:

Precisely why? Because this Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Lucille Yang:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Time Maps: Collective Memory and
the Social Shape of the Past can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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