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Exerpt from the Financial Times Comment & Analysis: Europe takes on reform of the welfare state: A
new study indicates that while the UK has transformed its social policies, the rest of Europe has been
far from idle -

`[A] stimulating new book on European welfare states [Welfare States under Pressure] suggests that the view
of Britain as the only great welfare state reformer is overstated. And it adds that the game across Europe is
about to change….

This new study argues that, particularly in the late 1990s, there has been more reform in the rest of Europe
than is appreciated in the UK. And that Europe as a whole is on the cusp of much greater changes….

Certainly in France and possibly in Germany, the study judges, the traditional power balance between
government, employers, unions and welfare providers has shifted such that government may be able to
impose much more drastic measures... In the UK, by contrast, the impact of EU institutions may in some
areas mean a degree of levelling up - as in healthcare.

The most intriguing question is how far reformed welfare states will retain the social cohesion they are
designed to produce. So far, even in the UK, they have proved remarkably resilient - adapting to changing
needs rather than being "rolled back". This study's verdict on the issue is "don't know". But so much change
is on the way, it says, that "the past is unlikely to be a good guide to the future"' - Nicholas Timmins, The
Financial Times

Welfare States under Pressure provides a timely and comprehensive review of welfare policy-making in
Europe. The text compares the different ways in which welfare states have responded to similar pressures
over recent years, and considers how welfare is likely to develop in the future.

This work:

· provides up to date accounts of welfare development in Finland, Sweden, France, Germany, Switzerland,
Spain and the United Kingdom.



· explores how similar pressures can lead to different responses due to different policy-making mechanisms
in each of the seven different countries

· contains chapters written by leading national experts

· written accessibly, and tightly edited, with each chapter following the same conceptual structure.

This volume takes a fresh approach in its analysis of the future of the welfare state in Europe. It suggests that
opportunities for radical change in welfare systems are now opening up, and that there will be little
continuity between the future and the past/present of the welfare system in Europe.

Welfare States under Pressure is invaluable to undergraduate students in social policy, European studies
and politics, and will also be of great use to other social science students interested in Europe and its future
development.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Welfare States under Pressure can be excellent book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Sharon Grace:

This Welfare States under Pressure is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information
given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Welfare States under Pressure can be the
light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Lorraine Joyner:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Welfare States under Pressure was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Welfare States under Pressure has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Roman Morris:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Welfare States under Pressure. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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