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The complex issues of race and politics in nineteenth-century Texas may be nowhere more dramatically
embodied than in three generations of the family of Norris Wright Cuney, mulatto labor and political leader.
Douglas Hales explores the birthright Cuney received from his white plantation-owner father, Philip Cuney,
and the way his heritage played out in the life of his daughter Maud Cuney-Hare. This intergenerational
study casts light on the experience of race in the South before Emancipation, after Reconstruction, and in the
diaspora that eventually led cultural leaders of African American heritage into the cities of the North.

Most Texas history books name Norris Wright Cuney as one of the most influential African American
politicians in nineteenth-century Texas, but they tell little about him beyond his elected positions. In The
Cuneys, Douglas Hales not only fills in the details of Cuney’s life and contributions but places him in the
context of his family’s generations.

A politically active plantation owner and slaveholder in Austin County, Philip Cuney participated in the
annexation of Texas to the United States and supported the role of slavery and cotton in the developing
economy of the new state. Wealthy and powerful, he fathered eight slave children whom he later freed and
saw educated. Hales explores how and why Cuney differed from other planters of his time and place.

He then turns to the better-known Norris Wright Cuney to study how the black elite worked for political and
economic opportunity in the reactionary period that followed Reconstruction in the South. Cuney led the
Texas Republican Party in those turbulent years and, through his position as collection of customs at
Galveston, distributed federal patronage to both white and black Texans. As the most powerful African
American in Texas, and arguably in the entire South, Cuney became the focal point of white hostility, from
both Democrats and members of the “Lily White” faction of his own party. His effective leadership won not
only continued office for him but also a position of power within the Republican Party for Texas blacks at a
time when the party of Lincoln repudiated African Americans in many other Southern states. From his
position on the Galveston City Council, Cuney worked tirelessly for African American education and
challenged the domination of white labor within the growing unions.

Norris Wright Cuney’s daughter, Maud, who was graced with a prestigious education, pursued a successful
career in the arts as a concert pianist, musicologist, and playwright. A friend of W. E. B. Du Bois, she
became actively involved in the racial uplift movement of the early twentieth century. Hales illuminates her
role in the intellectual and political “awakening” of black America that culminated in the Harlem
Renaissance of the 1920s. He adroitly explores her decision against “passing” as white and her commitment
to uplift.

Through these three members of a single mixed-race family, Douglas Hales gives insight into the issues,
challenges, and strengths of individuals. His work adds an important chapter to the history of Texas and of
African Americans more broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

With other case, little individuals like to read book A Southern Family in White and Black: The Cuneys of
Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book A Southern Family in White and Black: The Cuneys of
Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Henry Jensen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide A Southern Family in White and Black:
The Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading
a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or ideal book with you?

Norma Dickerson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book A Southern Family in White and Black: The Cuneys of Texas
(Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book A Southern Family in White and Black:
The Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book A Southern Family in White and Black: The
Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies). You never truly feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Chung England:

This A Southern Family in White and Black: The Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies)
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Southern Family in White and Black: The
Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) without we recognize teach the one who examining it



become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Southern Family in White and Black:
The Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) can bring once you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This A Southern Family in White and Black: The Cuneys of Texas (Texas A&M Southwestern
Studies) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.
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