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By the 1920s, Abraham Lincoln had transcended the lingering controversies of the Civil War to become a
secular saint, honored in North and South alike for his steadfast leadership in crisis. Throughout the Great
Depression and World War II, Lincoln was invoked countless times as a reminder of America’s strength and
wisdom, a commanding ideal against which weary citizens could see their own hardships in perspective.

 

But as Barry Schwartz reveals in Abraham Lincoln in the Post-Heroic Era, those years represent the apogee
of Lincoln’s prestige. The decades following World War II brought radical changes to American culture,
changes that led to the diminishing of all heroes—Lincoln not least among them. As Schwartz explains,
growing sympathy for the plight of racial minorities, disenchantment with the American state, the lessening
of patriotism in the wake of the Vietnam War, and an intensifying celebration of diversity, all contributed to
a culture in which neither Lincoln nor any single person could be a heroic symbol for all Americans.
Paradoxically, however, the very culture that made Lincoln an object of indifference, questioning, criticism,
and even ridicule was a culture of unprecedented beneficence and inclusion, where racial, ethnic, and
religious groups treated one another more fairly and justly than ever before. Thus, as the prestige of the Great
Emancipator shrank, his legacy of equality continued to flourish.

 

Drawing on a stunning range of sources—including films, cartoons, advertisements, surveys, shrine
visitations, public commemorations, and more—Schwartz documents the decline of Lincoln’s public
standing, asking throughout whether there is any path back from this post-heroic era. Can a new generation
of Americans embrace again their epic past, including great leaders whom they know to be flawed?  As the
2009 Lincoln Bicentennial approaches, readers will discover here a stirring reminder that Lincoln, as a man,
still has much to say to us—about our past, our present, and our possible futures.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Abraham Lincoln in the Post-
Heroic Era: History and Memory in Late Twentieth-Century America. All type of book is it possible to see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Kuehner:

The book with title Abraham Lincoln in the Post-Heroic Era: History and Memory in Late Twentieth-
Century America contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read
this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Edmond Pounds:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Abraham Lincoln in the Post-Heroic
Era: History and Memory in Late Twentieth-Century America, you may enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Steven Kilgore:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Abraham Lincoln in the Post-Heroic Era: History and Memory in Late
Twentieth-Century America. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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