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Americans are slowly waking up to the dire effects of racial profiling, police brutality, and mass
incarceration, especially in disadvantaged neighborhoods and communities of color. The criminal courts are
the crucial gateway between police action on the street and the processing of primarily black and Latino
defendantsinto jails and prisons. And yet the courts, often portrayed as sacred, impartial institutions, have
remained shrouded in secrecy, with the mgjority of Americans kept in the dark about how they function
internally. Crook County bursts open the courthouse doors and enters the hallways, courtrooms, judges
chambers, and attorneys' offices to reveal aworld of punishment determined by race, not offense.

Nicole Gonzalez Van Cleve spent ten years working in and investigating the largest criminal courthouse in
the country, Chicago-Cook County, and based on over 1,000 hours of observation, she takes readersinside
our so-called halls of justice to witness the types of everyday racial abuses that fester within the courts, often
in plain sight. We watch white courtroom professionals classify and deliberate on the fates of mostly black
and L atino defendants while racial abuse and due process violations are encouraged and even seen as
justified. Judges fall asleep on the bench. Prosecutors hang out like frat boysin the judges chambers while
the fates of defendants hang in the balance. Public defenders make choices about which defendants they will
try to "save" and which they will sacrifice. Sheriff's officers cruelly mock and abuse defendants' family
members.

Crook County's powerful and at times devastating narratives reveal startling truths about alegal culture
steeped in racial abuse. Defendants find themselves thrust into a pernicious legal world where courtroom
actors live and breathe racism while simultaneously committing themselves to a colorblind ideal. Van Cleve
urges all citizens to take a closer ook at the way we do justice in Americaand to hold our arbiters of justice
accountable to the highest standards of equality.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Gines:

The book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in Americas Largest Criminal Court gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
abook Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court to be your habit, you can
get alot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about severa or all
subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like available and read a publication Crook County: Racism and
Injusticein America's Largest Criminal Court. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this book?

Doreen Williams:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in Americas Largest Criminal
Court had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
israther advantages for you. The publication Crook County: Racism and Injustice in Americas Largest
Criminal Court is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court. You
never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Byron Angle:

This Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court book is not ordinary book,
you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal
Court without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't become worry Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court can bring
when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can haveit in your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal
Court having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Christopher Bohner:

The book Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest Criminal Court has alot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read



you may get the point easily after scanning this book.
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