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Eugene McCarthy was one of the most fascinating political figures of the postwar era: a committed liberal
anti-Communist who broke with his party’s leadership over Vietnam and ultimately helped take down the
political giant Lyndon B. Johnson. His presidential candidacy in 1968 seized the hearts and fired the
imaginations of countless young liberals; it also presaged the declining fortunes of liberalism and the rise of
conservatism over the past three decades.

Dominic Sandbrook traces Eugene McCarthy’s rise to prominence and his subsequent failures, and makes
clear how his story embodies the larger history of American liberalism over the last half century. We see
McCarthy elected from Minnesota to the House and then to the Senate, part of a new liberal movement that
combined New Deal domestic policies and fierce Cold War hawkishness, a consensus that produced huge
electoral victories until it was shattered by the war in Vietnam.

As the situation in Vietnam escalated, many liberals, like McCarthy, found themselves increasingly
estranged from the anti-Communism that they had supported for nearly two decades. Sandbrook recounts
McCarthy’s growing opposition to President Johnson and his policies, which culminated in McCarthy’s
stunning near-victory in the New Hampshire presidential primary and Johnson’s subsequent withdrawal from
the race. McCarthy went on to lose the nomination to Hubert Humphrey at the infamous 1968 Democratic
National Convention in Chicago, which secured his downfall and led to Richard Nixon’s election, but he had
pulled off one of the greatest electoral upsets in American history, one that helped shape the political
landscape for decades.

These were tumultuous times in American politics, and Sandbrook vividly captures the drama and historical
significance of the period through his intimate portrait of a singularly interesting man at the center of it all.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Grissom:

The book Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great
thing like a book Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism? A number of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar
American Liberalism has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lawrence Howe:

This Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American
Liberalism without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism can bring if
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism having
very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Morris Reyna:

Precisely why? Because this Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar American Liberalism is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Rosa Reid:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Eugene McCarthy: The Rise and Fall of Postwar



American Liberalism why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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