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A Los Angeles Times Best Non-Fiction Book of 2007

A Boston Globe Best Non-Fiction Book of 2007

Amazon.com Editors pick as one of the 10 best history books of 2007

Winner of the 2007 John Lyman Award for U. S. Maritime History, given by the North American Society for
Oceanic History

"The best history of American whaling to come along in a generation." —Nathaniel Philbrick

The epic history of the "iron men in wooden boats" who built an industrial empire through the pursuit of
whales. "To produce a mighty book, you must choose a mighty theme," Herman Melville proclaimed, and
this absorbing history demonstrates that few things can capture the sheer danger and desperation of men on
the deep sea as dramatically as whaling. Eric Jay Dolin begins his vivid narrative with Captain John Smith's
botched whaling expedition to the New World in 1614. He then chronicles the rise of a burgeoning
industry—from its brutal struggles during the Revolutionary period to its golden age in the mid-1800s when
a fleet of more than 700 ships hunted the seas and American whale oil lit the world, to its decline as the
twentieth century dawned. This sweeping social and economic history provides rich and often fantastic
accounts of the men themselves, who mutinied, murdered, rioted, deserted, drank, scrimshawed, and
recorded their experiences in journals and memoirs. Containing a wealth of naturalistic detail on whales,
Leviathan is the most original and stirring history of American whaling in many decades.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Velez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Leviathan: The History of
Whaling in America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
other opinion?

Jose Lloyd:

The book Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like wide open and read a reserve Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Thomas Baxter:

Beside that Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read
it from at this point!

Jesus Brewster:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America can make you experience more
interested to read.
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