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Before modern binoculars and cameras made it possible to observe birds closely in the wild, many people
collected eggs as a way of learning about birds. Serious collectors called their avocation "oology" and kept
meticulous records for each set of eggs: the bird's name, the species reference number, the quantity of eggs in
the clutch, the date and location where the eggs were collected, and the collector's name. These documented
egg collections, which typically date from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, now provide an
important baseline from which to measure changes in the numbers, distribution, and nesting patterns of many
species of birds.In Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs, Carrol L. Henderson uses the vast egg collection of
Ralph Handsaker, an Iowa farmer, as the starting point for a fascinating account of oology and its role in the
origins of modern birdwatching, scientific ornithology, and bird conservation in North America. Henderson
describes Handsaker's and other oologists' collecting activities, which included not only gathering bird eggs
in the wild but also trading and purchasing eggs from collectors around the world. Henderson then spotlights
sixty of the nearly five hundred bird species represented in the Handsaker collection, using them to tell the
story of how birds such as the Snowy Egret, Greater Prairie Chicken, Atlantic Puffin, and Wood Duck have
fared over the past hundred years or so since their eggs were gathered. Photos of the eggs and historical
drawings and photos of the birds illustrate each species account. Henderson also links these bird histories to
major milestones in bird conservation and bird protection laws in North America from 1875 to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in
Ornithology)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Troy Ethridge:

The book Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-
Wold Series in Ornithology) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird
Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) for being your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a publication Oology and Ralph's
Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this book?

Eric McDonald:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs:
Bird Conservation Comes Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes Out of
Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) as good book not just by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.

Jeremy Bryant:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Oology and Ralph's Talking Eggs: Bird Conservation Comes



Out of Its Shell (Mildred Wyatt-Wold Series in Ornithology) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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