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Conventional wisdom holds that same-sex marriage is a purely modern innovation, a concept born of an
overtly modern lifestyle that was unheard of in nineteenth century America. But as Rachel Hope Cleves
demonstrates in this eye-opening book, same-sex marriage is hardly new.

Born in 1777, Charity Bryant was raised in Massachusetts. A brilliant and strong-willed woman with a clear
attraction for her own sex, Charity found herself banished from her family home at age twenty. She spent the
next decade of her life traveling throughout Massachusetts, working as a teacher, making intimate female
friends, and becoming the subject of gossip wherever she lived. At age twenty-nine, still defiantly single,
Charity visited friends in Weybridge, Vermont. There she met a pious and studious young woman named
Sylvia Drake. The two soon became so inseparable that Charity decided to rent rooms in Weybridge. In
1809, they moved into their own home together, and over the years, came to be recognized, essentially, as a
married couple. Revered by their community, Charity and Sylvia operated a tailor shop employing many
local women, served as guiding lights within their church, and participated in raising their many nieces and
nephews.

Charity and Sylvia is the intimate history of their extraordinary forty-four year union. Drawing on an array of
original documents including diaries, letters, and poetry, Cleves traces their lives in sharp detail. Providing
an illuminating glimpse into a relationship that turns conventional notions of same-sex marriage on their
head, and reveals early America to be a place both more diverse and more accommodating than modern
society might imagine, Charity and Sylvia is a significant contribution to our limited knowledge of LGBT
history in early America.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

The book Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like start and read a book Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early
America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Robert Burke:

Here thing why this specific Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Charity and
Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America in e-book can be your option.

Clarence Cobb:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Charity and Sylvia: A Same-
Sex Marriage in Early America has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that.

Jim Molnar:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage
in Early America to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide Charity and Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America can to be your



brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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