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What do we read when we read a text? The author's words, of course, but is that all? The prevailing
publishing ethic has insisted that typography -- the selection and arrangement of type and other visual
elements on a page -- should be an invisible, silent, and deferential servant to the text it conveys.

This book contests that conventional point of view. Looking at texts ranging from the King James Bible to
contemporary comic strips, the contributors to Illuminating Letters examine the seldom considered but richly
revealing relationships between a text's typography and its literary interpretation. The essays assume no
previous typographic knowledge or expertise; instead they invite readers primarily concerned with literary
and cultural meanings to turn a more curious eye to the visual and physical forms of a specific text or genre.
As the contributors show, closer inspection of those forms can yield fresh insights into the significance of a
text's material presentation, leading readers to appreciate better how presentation shapes understandings of
the text's meanings and values.

The case studies included in the volume amplify its two overarching themes: one set explores the roles of
printers and publishers in manipulating, willingly or not, the meaning and reception of texts through
typographic choices; the other group examines the efforts of authors to circumvent or subvert such mediation
by directly controlling the typographic presentation of their texts. Together these essays demonstrate that
choices about type selection and arrangement do indeed help to orchestrate textual meaning.

In addition to the editors, contributors include Sarah A. Kelen, Beth McCoy, Steven R. Price, Leon Jackson,
and Gene Kannenberg Jr.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Deans:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Illuminating Letters: Typography and Literary Interpretation (Studies in
Print Culture and the History of the Book). Try to stumble through book Illuminating Letters: Typography
and Literary Interpretation (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) as your buddy. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Patricia Gallagher:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Illuminating Letters:
Typography and Literary Interpretation (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) book as
beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Johnnie Colby:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Illuminating Letters: Typography and
Literary Interpretation (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Tammy Schuler:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Illuminating Letters: Typography and
Literary Interpretation (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Illuminating Letters: Typography and Literary Interpretation (Studies



in Print Culture and the History of the Book).
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