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This book isfor the arm-chair traveler/historian or for the adventurer who would like to drive what may be
|eft of the Y ellowstone Trail in his neck of the woods. It is the tale of daring men who in 1912 envisioned the
possibility of driving across a whole county by means of asingle system of connected roads. They even
envisioned (gasp) aroad across adjoining states or, fools that they were, a connected route across the
northern tier of states from coast to coast.

Few people think about the history of roads around their neighborhood or state. We all take the existence of
roads for granted, and even as aright for which we pay taxes. Few of us know of the drama surrounding the
establishment of roads and especially of a transcontinental road. 1912 was a year of little state funding for
roads, and very limited federal funding, of few if any road maps, of dominance by railroads, and of mud
holes passing for roads. Small groups of private citizens were driven by desperation to do what governments
were not doing. The Y ellowstone Trail Association was one of the first of those groups. Always underfunded
yet optimistic, these men established, through grass roots efforts, a strong organization and a 3500 mile route
across the northern tier of states. Their plan was to link existing east-west county and township roads
together by persuading county boards to put their road dollarsinto the Y ellowstone Trail and establish a
definite path fir! st to the Y ellowstone National Park and then across the nation. As the organization grew,
state-by-state, so grew the Trail.

The organization behind the Trail was founded by very small businessmen, farmers and ranchers who had no
great public relations acumen. They certainly advertised, but their efforts centered upon handing out maps,
running information bureaus, and persuading county boards, and then later, state offices, to build better
roads. Their budget was always laughably small and they charged very little to be a member, only $1.00 per
year in the beginning. They had no source of wealth. The Lincoln Highway, on the other hand, was begun a
year later, 1913, by wealthy automotive manufacturers who had the wherewithal to fund massive advertising
campaigns. They also wrote books about themselves. This legacy has rendered that organization more
memorable than the Y ellowstone Trail, but not more successful nor more long-lived. They both suffered at
the hands of government-sponsored road numbering in 1926. And by 1930 they were both out of business.

There is no ?mother lode? of information about the Y ellowstone Trail and its parent Association. There was
asmall body of founders and there was a general manager, but, when the Association ceased to exist in 1930,
the boxes of records of annual meetings disappeared, leaving only aslim file of materialsin the South
Dakota State Historical Archives. The strength of the organization laid with hundreds and hundreds of
volunteers scattered coast to coast. The authors scoured myriads of museums, libraries, archives, and attics
for tid bits and pictures with which they pieced together an historic mosaic. Weekly newspapers of towns
along the Trail revealed an avid interest on the part of the populace in the Trail for those 18 years, oftentimes
printing conflicting details, but united in their unbridled support of aroad which would bring fame, fortune
and tourists to their communities. Those newspapers also revealed a dynamic of life different from ours, 90
or 80 yearslater. ! Oral histories, generously supplied by some very senior citizens who recalled the Trail,
provide some human interest tales.

Thisisan introductory book only, so that the last chapter, which contains maps and suggestions for travel on



existing portions of the Trail, can only scratch the surface. But state general maps are included for the
present-day driver. A more complete book of maps of the Trail isin the works. All maps were created with a
GPS, original Y ellowstone Trail Association maps, and four years of patient driving with |aptops along the
two Interstates, nine state roads, and countless county and state roads, and abandoned paths that mark the
Trail. We have even driven on no roads, just overgrown tracks on present-day ranches.

Thereisaresurgence of interest in the Trail. South Dakota has recently marked the Trail in its state from
border to border. Minnesota has several state markers on its portion of the Trail. Montanais planning to put
up ?state history? signs along the Trail, and four county visitors and convention bureaus in Wisconsin have
launched atourist attraction campaign along the Trail.

We hope the reader will understand the times of 90 years ago and the frustrations of men of vision who faced
insurmountable odds to see their dream finally materialize. Come along for an historic ride, and then drive
the Trail in your neighborhood. Enjoy!
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From reader reviews:
Vicki Escalante;

The book Introducing the Y ellowstone Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound, 1912-
1930 make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Introducing the Y ellowstone Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget
Sound, 1912-1930 being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like start and
read a publication Introducing the Y ellowstone Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound,
1912-1930. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how
do you think about this guide?

TiaRosario:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students because they're till students or it for al peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Introducing the
Y ellowstone Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound, 1912-1930. All type of book isit
possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Warren Bowers:

The book untitled Introducing the Y ellowstone Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound,
1912-1930 is the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The writer was did alot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Introducing the Y ellowstone
Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound, 1912-1930 from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy freetime.

Stephen Stansbury:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Introducing the Y ellowstone Trail : A Good
Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound, 1912-1930 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still uncertainty Introducing the Y ellowstone Trail : A Good Road From Plymouth Rock to Puget
Sound, 1912-1930 as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. Thisis one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh



come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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