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Sweet Chariot is a pathbreaking analysis of dave families and household composition in the nineteenth-
century South. Ann Malone presents a carefully drawn picture of the ways in which slaves were constituted
into families and households within a community and shows how and why that organization changed through
the years. Her book, based on massive research, is both a statistical study over time of 155 slave
communitiesin twenty-six L ouisiana parishes and a descriptive study of three plantations: Oakland, Petite
Anse, and Tiger Island.

Malone first provides aregiona analysis of family, household, and community organization. Then, drawing
on qualitative sources, she discusses patternsin slave family household organization, identifying the most
significant ones as well as those that consistantly acted as indicators of change. Malone shows that slave
community organization strongly reflected where each community was in its own developmental cycle,
which in turn was influenced by myriad factors, ranging from impersonal economic conditions to the
arbitrary decisions of individual owners. She also projects a statistical model that can be used for
comparisons with other populations.

The two persistent themes that Malone uncovers are the mutability and yet the constancy of Louisiana slave
household organization. She shows that the dave family and its extensions, the slave household and
community, were far more diverse and adaptabl e than previously believed. Thereal strength of the dave
comunity was its multiplicity of forms, its tolerance for avariety of domestic units and its adaptability. She
finds, for example, that the preferred family form consisted of two parents and children but that all types of
families and households were accepted as functioning and contributing members of the slave community.

"Louisiana slaves had a well-defined and collective vision of the structure that would serve them best and an
iron determination to attain it, " Malone observes. "But along with this constancy in vision and perseverance
was flexibility. Slave domestic forms in Louisiana bent like willows in the wind to keep from shattering. The
suppleness of their forms prevented domestic chaos and enabled most slave communities to recover from
even serious crises.”
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From reader reviews:
Paul Flynn:

This Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred
W.Maorrison Series in Southern Studies) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. That Sweet
Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Seriesin
Southern Studies) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't be worry Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century
Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Seriesin Southern Studies) can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Sweet
Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Seriesin
Southern Studies) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Teresa Laureano:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-
Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) this reserve consist alot of the information
with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Diana Brunswick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household
Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Seriesin Southern Studies).

Dolores Crook:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information from



abook. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many waysto get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred
W.Maorrison Series in Southern Studies) when you needed it?
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