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"America keeps a fine house," Anatol Lieven writes, "but in its cellar there lives a demon, whose name is
nationalism."
In this controversial critique of America's role in the world, Lieven contends that U.S. foreign policy since
9/11 has been shaped by the special character of our national identity, which embraces two contradictory
features. One, "The American Creed," is a civic nationalism which espouses liberty, democracy, and the rule
of law. It is our greatest legacy to the world. But our almost religious belief in the "Creed" creates a tendency
toward a dangerously "messianic" element in American nationalism, the desire to extend American values
and American democracy to the whole world, irrespective of the needs and desires of others. The other
feature, populist (or what is sometimes called "Jacksonian") nationalism, has its roots in an aggrieved,
embittered, and defensive White America, centered largely in the American South. Where the "Creed" is
optimistic and triumphalist, Jacksonian nationalism is fed by a profound pessimism and a sense of personal,
social, religious, and sectional defeat. Lieven examines how these two antithetical impulses have played out
in recent US policy, especially in the Middle East and in the nature of U.S. support for Israel. He suggests
that in this region, the uneasy combination of policies based on two contradictory traditions have gravely
undermined U.S. credibility and complicated the war against terrorism.
It has never been more vital that Americans understand our national character. This hard-hitting critique
directs a spotlight on the American political soul and on the curious mixture of chauvinism and idealism that
has driven the Bush administration.
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From reader reviews:

Gordon Rollins:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book America Right or Wrong: An Anatomy of
American Nationalism was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve America Right or Wrong: An Anatomy
of American Nationalism is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book America Right or Wrong: An Anatomy of American Nationalism. You
never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ok Lord:

The publication with title America Right or Wrong: An Anatomy of American Nationalism has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

James Labrecque:

America Right or Wrong: An Anatomy of American Nationalism can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing America Right
or Wrong: An Anatomy of American Nationalism although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Nick Gulbranson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be America Right or Wrong: An Anatomy of
American Nationalism why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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