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Although millions of Russians lived as serfs until the middle of the nineteenth century, little is known about
their lives. Identifying and documenting the conditions of Russian serfs has proven difficult because the
Russian state discouraged literacy among the serfs and censored public expressions of dissent. To date
scholars have identified only twenty known Russian serf narratives.
    Four Russian Serf Narratives contains four of these accounts and is the first translated collection of
autobiographies by serfs. Scholar and translator John MacKay brings to light for an English-language
audience a diverse sampling of Russian serf narratives, ranging from an autobiographical poem to stories of
adventure and escape. “Autobiography” (1785) recounts a highly educated serf’s attempt to escape to
Europe, where he hoped to study architecture. The long testimonial poem “News About Russia” (ca. 1849)
laments the conditions under which the author and his fellow serfs lived. In “The Story of My Life and
Wanderings” (1881) a serf tradesman tells of his attempt to simultaneously escape serfdom and captivity
from Chechen mountaineers. The fragmentary “Notes of a Serf Woman” (1911) testifies to the harshness of
peasant life with extraordinary acuity and descriptive power.
    These accounts offer readers a glimpse, from the point of view of the serfs themselves, into the realities of
one of the largest systems of unfree labor in history. The volume also allows comparison with slave
narratives produced in the United States and elsewhere, adding an important dimension to knowledge of the
institution of slavery and the experience of enslavement in modern times.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Lovern:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Four Russian Serf Narratives (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography).

Alex Jose:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Four Russian Serf Narratives
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Essie Ryan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Four Russian Serf Narratives (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Bernice Martinez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Four Russian Serf Narratives (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Four Russian
Serf Narratives (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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