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“A Letter to a Hindu” (also known as “A Letter to a Hindoo") was a letter written by Leo Tolstoy to Tarak
Nath Das in 14 December 1908. The letter was written in response to two letters sent by Das, seeking
support from the famous Russian author and thinker, for India’s independence from British colonial rule. The
letter was published in the Indian newspaper Free Hindustan. The letter caused the young Mohandas Gandhi
to write to the world-famous Tolstoy to ask for advice and for permission to reprint the Letter in Gandhi’s
own South African newspaper, Indian Opinion, in 1909. Mohandas Gandhi was stationed in South Africa at
the time and just beginning his lifelong activist career. He then translated the letter himself, from the original
English copy sent to India, into his native Gujarati.
 
In A Letter to a Hindu, Tolstoy argued that only through the principle of love could the Indian people free
themselves from colonial British rule. Tolstoy saw the law of love espoused in all the world’s religions, and
he argued that the individual, nonviolent application of the law of love in the form of protests, strikes, and
other forms of peaceful resistance were the only alternative to violent revolution. These ideas ultimately
proved to be successful in 1947 in the culmination of the Indian Independence Movement.
 
In this letter, Tolstoy mentions the works of Swami Vivekananda. This letter, along with Tolstoy’s views,
preaching, and his book The Kingdom of God Is Within You, helped to form Mohandas Gandhi’s views
about nonviolent resistance.
 
In this letter, Tolstoy referred to the Tamil Tirukku?a? as the Hindu Kural.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this A Letter to a Hindu, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Katherine Sorenson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Letter to a Hindu, you can enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Lynnette Cash:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. A Letter to a Hindu can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra
time problems.

Anthony Davidson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This A Letter to a Hindu can give you a lot of buddies because by
you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have A Letter to a Hindu.
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