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When Cuba’s centralized system for providing basic social services began to erode in the early 1990s,
Christian and Afro-Cuban religious groups took on new social and political responsibilities. They began to
work openly with state institutions on projects such as the promotion of Afro-Cuban heritage to encourage
tourism, and community welfare initiatives to confront drug use, prostitution, and housing decay. In this rich
ethnography, the anthropologist Adrian H. Hearn provides a detailed, on-the-ground analysis of how the
Cuban state and local religious groups collaborate on community development projects and work with the
many foreign development agencies operating in Cuba. Hearn argues that the growing number of
collaborations between state and non-state actors has begun to consolidate the foundations of a civil society
in Cuba.

While conducting research, Hearn lived for one year each in two Santería temple-houses: one located in Old
Havana and the other in Santiago de Cuba. During those stays he conducted numerous interviews: with the
historian of Havana and the conservationist of Santiago de Cuba (officials roughly equivalent to mayors in
the United States), acclaimed writers, influential leaders of Afro-Cuban religions, and many citizens
involved in community development initiatives. Hearn draws on those interviews, his participant observation
in the temple-houses, case studies, and archival research to convey the daily life experiences and motivations
of religious practitioners, development workers, and politicians. Using the concept of social capital, he
explains the state’s desire to incorporate tightly knit religious groups into its community development
projects, and he illuminates a fundamental challenge facing Cuba’s religious communities: how to maintain
their spiritual integrity and internal solidarity while participating in state-directed projects.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

The book Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Cuba: Religion,
Social Capital, and Development to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

James Chapman:

This Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development without we comprehend teach the one
who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Cuba: Religion,
Social Capital, and Development can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Cuba: Religion, Social
Capital, and Development having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Gladys Myers:

You will get this Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Karl Irwin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Cuba: Religion, Social
Capital, and Development has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading in which.
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