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As cities have gentrified, educated urbanites have come to prize what they regard as "authentic" urban life:
aging buildings, art galleries, small boutiques, upscale food markets, neighborhood old-timers, funky ethnic
restaurants, and old, family-owned shops. These signify a place's authenticity, in contrast to the bland
standardization of the suburbs and exurbs.

But as Sharon Zukin shows in Naked City, the rapid and pervasive demand for authenticity--evident in
escalating real estate prices, expensive stores, and closely monitored urban streetscapes--has helped drive out
the very people who first lent a neighborhood its authentic aura: immigrants, the working class, and artists.
Zukin traces this economic and social evolution in six archetypal New York areas--Williamsburg, Harlem,
the East Village, Union Square, Red Hook, and the city's community gardens--and travels to both the city's
first IKEA store and the World Trade Center site. She shows that for followers of Jane Jacobs, this
transformation is a perversion of what was supposed to happen. Indeed, Naked City is a sobering update of
Jacobs' legendary 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Like Jacobs, Zukin looks at
what gives neighborhoods a sense of place, but argues that over time, the emphasis on neighborhood
distinctiveness has become a tool of economic elites to drive up real estate values and effectively force out
the neighborhood "characters" that Jacobs so evocatively idealized.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

This Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places without we understand
teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Naked
City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places having excellent arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Willie Long:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban
Places as the daily resource information.

Fred Polak:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Naked City: The Death
and Life of Authentic Urban Places suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Placesis the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Andrea Quirk:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic
Urban Places or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.



Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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