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Taking English culture as its representative sample, The Secret History of Domesticity asks how the modern
notion of the public-private relation emerged in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Treating that
relation as a crucia instance of the modern division of knowledge, Michael McKeon narrates its pre-history
along with that of its essential component, domesticity.

This narrative draws upon the entire spectrum of English people's experience. At the most "public" extreme
are political developments like the formation of civil society over against the state, the rise of contractual
thinking, and the devolution of absolutism from monarch to individual subject. The middle range of
experience takes in the influence of Protestant and scientific thought, the printed publication of the private,
the conceptualization of virtual publics -- society, public opinion, the market -- and the capitalization of
production, the decline of the domestic economy, and the increase in the sexual division of labor. The most
"private" pole of experience involves the privatization of marriage, the family, and the household, and the
complex entanglement of femininity, interiority, subjectivity, and sexuality.

McKeon accounts for how the relationship between public and private experience first became intelligible as
avariable interaction of distinct modes of being -- not a static dichotomy, but atool to think with. Richly
illustrated with nearly 100 images, including paintings, engravings, woodcuts, and a representative selection
of architectural floor plans for domestic interiors, this volume reads graphic forms to emphasize how
susceptible the public-private relation was to concrete and spatial representation. McKeon is similarly
attentive to how literary forms evoked atangible sense of public-private relations -- among them figurative
imagery, alegorical narration, parody, the author-character-reader dialectic, aesthetic distance, and free
indirect discourse. He also finds a structural analogue for the emergence of the modern public-private
relation in the conjunction of what contemporaries called the "secret history" and the domestic novel.

A capacious and synthetic historical investigation, The Secret History of Domesticity exemplifies how the
methods of literary interpretation and historical analysis can inform and enrich one another.
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From reader reviews:
Dustin Singh:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Secret History of Domesticity: Public,
Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) can be great book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Joseph Singleton:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Secret History of Domesticity:
Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) is simple bringing you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you ssimpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book
in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jason Young:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Secret History of Domesticity:
Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sherrie Beardsley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isreferred to as of book
The Secret History of Domesticity: Public, Private, and the Division of Knowledge (Director's Circle Book).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination
for aother place.
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