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After the surrender of the French government in May 1940, the British were concerned that the resources of
the French Empire, and particularly the powerful French fleet, would be put at the disposal of the Germans.
The British, dependent upon their naval power and the resources of the Empire and Commonwealth to
continue the war, sought to neutralize the threat of the French fleet and saw an opportunity to gobble up
certain French colonies for themselves. Thus, even while Britain was locked in a deadly struggle with Nazi
Germany, she continued the centuries-old imperial rivalry with her nearest neighbor and recent allies.

The British attack on the French Mediterranean fleet at Mers el Kebir is well known, but less often
remembered are the British operations against Vichy forces in West Africa, Syria and Madagascar. As the
latent threat of the French fleet was the chief source of British concern, the conflict was largely a naval one,
but there were substantial land operations in Syria and Madagascar. In Syria and Lebanon, Operation
Exporter pitted 20,000 British, Indian, Australian and Free French troops against 35,000 Vichy French who
fought with much greater skill and determination than expected. Operation Ironclad, the invasion of
Madagascar, saw three brigades of infantry, supported by light tanks, make the first large scale British
amphibious assault since the ill-fated Gallipoli landings in WWI.

John D Grainger narrates and analyses all the British operations, by land, sea and air, against the French up
to the Anglo-American Torch landings in North Africa. He reveals the initial reluctance of the British forces
to really get stuck into their erstwhile allies and the reverses that resulted from underestimating the will of
the Vichy French to fight. The complicating factor of De Gaulle's Free French is another major theme.
Above all, what emerges is that these are fascinating campaigns in their own right that have been unduly
neglected.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Mills:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With
Vichy France 1940-42. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Thomas Carlson:

The guide untitled Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42 is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Traditional Enemies: Britain's War
With Vichy France 1940-42 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Richard Delarosa:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France
1940-42 can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jennifer Lewis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Traditional Enemies: Britain's War
With Vichy France 1940-42 as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science
book, any other book likes Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42 to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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